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World’s Largest Weekly Stamp News and Marketplace Ful my 


Gross sale nets $3.28 million for museum; 
auction record set for single Canadian stamp 


Postal Service saves 
Operation Santa 

The popular USPS Sania letters 
program and a North Pole post- 


marking effort will continue in 2009. 
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Is this the first 
Christmas stamp? 
The “Xmas 1898" inscription on 


this Canadian stamp gives it an 
undeniable holiday connection. 
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Vote for your favorite 


U.S. stamp of 2009 


Individuals and stamp club members 
are invited lo participate in the 2009 


Linn's U.S. Stamp Popularity Poll. 
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N READY TO EXPIRE? 


By Matthew Healey 

A cover with the world’s only 
mirror-image stamp and a record- 
setting Canadian 12-penny stamp 
were the highlights of a Nov. 19 
double auction that raised $3.28 
million to benefit the Smithson- 
ian’s National Postal Museum. 

These were among 220 other 
items belonging to billionaire bond 
manager William H. Gross, who by 
now is as famous in stamp collect- 
ing circles as he is on Wall Street. 

His collections of Confederate 
stamps, including many rare post- 
masters’ provisionals, and Brit- 
ish North America stamps were 
offered in back-to-back sales by 
Spink Shreves Galleries in New 
York. Gross and his wife, Sue, im- 
mediately donated the entire pro- 
ceeds to the museum. 

The donation Is part of a total 
gift of $8 million that the Grosses 





This Canadian 12-penny Queen Victo- 
ria slamp (Scott 3) from the William 
H. Gross collection was sold by Spink 
Shreves Galleries for $299,000 on Nov. 19. 


have pledged toward the building 
of a new visitor center to allow the 
public better access to the nation- 
al stamp collection and to learn 
about philately. 


In recent years, Gross has sold 
other parts of his worldwide col- 
lection and donated the proceeds 
to charities such as Doctors with- 
out Borders. 

Including the latest sales, Gross 
has now realized nearly $15.5 mil- 
lion from selling his stamps, mak- 
ing his the most valuable stamp 
collection ever sold, according 
to Charles F. Shreve, president of 
Spink Shreves Gallenes. 

Gross, whose firm, Pimco, has 
earned billions trading bonds, de- 
cided to collect stamps after his 
own analysis of the rare stamp 
market over the long term con- 
vinced him that top-quality stamps 
could rise in value at a rate com- 
parable with other investments. 

The sales of his stamp collec- 
tions in recent years have generally 
proven him right, with some stamps 

Please tum to page 40 


U.S. 27¢ Kiwi color-omitted error stamps found 


By Jay Bigalke 

Multiple examples of a recent 
U.S. coil stamp color-omitted 
error have been discovered and 
certified as genuine. 

The 27¢ Kiwi coil stamp (Scott 
4262), from the set of five 27¢ 
Tropical Fruit stamps issued in 
April 2008, has been found with 
one specific light green ink com- 





IF THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL IS JANUARY 18, 2010 (011810), IT'S TIME TO RENEW. 


pletely omitted. As a 
result, the 27¢ denom- 
ination, the fruit name 
and the year date are 
missing from the Kiwi 
stamp. 
The stamps are from 
a coil of 100 printed 
by Avery Dennison. 
The emor stamps 
were certified as the 
genuine by the 
American Philatelic Exper- 
tizing Service on Nov. 19. 
The person who dis- 
covered the error stamps 
asked not to be named. 
Tom Fortunato of New 
York has assisted the per- 
son who made the discov- 
ery, and spoke with Linn’ 
about the errors. 
According to Fortunato, 
two rolls of the Tropical 


http://editions.amospublishing.com/LINN/main.aspx?d=20091221&pagenum=1 &s= 





Part of a coll strip of Untied States 276 Tropical 
Fruit stamps, digitally cropped. The single light 
green "1” from the plate number is missing from 
Pomegranate stamp. The missing light green ink 
eliminates all the inscriptions on the Kiwi stamp. 


Fruit stamps were purchased by 
a local business. 

“The stamps were used over 
an eight- or nine-month period 
when a co-worker noticed that 
one of the stamps looked funny,” 
said Fortunato. 

The co-worker noticed the de- 
nomination was missing from the 
Kiwi stamps, and removed sev- 
eral of the Kiwi error stamps from 

Please ium fo page 12 
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Tropical Fruit error stamps found 


Continued from page 1 
the coil and placed them on liner 
paper from the same coil strip. 

Fortunato said nine single color- 
omitted error Kiwi stamps were 
handled in this manner. 

The original finder discovered a 
mint strip of 54 stamps from the be- 
ginning of one of the coil rolls. This 
mint strip was sent to the American 
Philatelic Expertizing Service and 
received a certificate identifying the 
Kiwi stamps as errors. 

Pictured on page 1 is the only 
plate number single from the 54- 
stamp strip (the Pomegranate 
stamp), a normal Star Fruit stamp, 
and a Kiwi error stamp. 

The Kiwi stamps are missing 
the inscription “27 USA” from the 
upper left corner, the word “Kiwi” 
from the lower left corner, and the 
2008 year date from the lower 
nght corner. 

The plate number is on every 
40th stamp in the Tropical Fruit 
coil. The mint strip of 54 stamps 
contains only one plate number 
stamp. 

The plate number for this coil 
consists of one letter and seven 
digits made up of different colors: 


V1111111. The light green digit 
(Pantone Matching System 390) is 
normally located at the end of the 
plate number sequence. 

On the plate number single 
there is a large gap between the 
last two digits, because the teal 
ink is shifted on the Pomegranate 
stamp. Note that the teal text for 
this stamp touches the fruit de- 
sign at left. 

Scott catalog editors were un- 
available for comment as this is- 
sue of Linn’s was going to press. 

It is likely that the 27¢ Kiwi 
color-omitted error stamp will be 
listed as a major error in Vol. 1 of 
the 2011 Scott Standard Postage 
Stamp Catalogue, scheduled for 
publication in April. E 


VFW post seeks donations 


The Capt. Vincent F. Atene 
Post No. 3230 of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars is requesting dona- 
tions of stamps and supplies for 
use in its program for hospital- 
ized veterans. 

Donations may be sent to Jo- 
seph J. Ruggiero PPC, 1403 
Cropsey Ave., Brooklyn, NY 
11228-3905. E 
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Complete with all Stamps & Souvenir Sheets 


Mint NH | Year 
S §41.25)1968........... 
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U.S. 27¢ Kiwi color-omitted error stamps found 


By Jay Bigalke 

Multiple examples of a recent 
U.S. coil stamp color-omitted 
error have been discovered and 
certified as genuine. 

The 27¢ Kiwi coil stamp (Scott 
4262), from the set of five 27¢ 
Tropical Fruit stamps issued in 
April 2008, has been found with 
one specific light green ink com- 
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pletely omitted. As a 
result, the 27¢ denom- 
ination, the fruit name 
and the year date are [3 
missing from the Kiwi | 3 
stamp. 
The stamps are from 
a coil of 100 printed 
by Avery Dennison. 
The error stamps 
were certified as 
genuine by the 
American Philatelic Exper- 
tizing Service on Nov. 19. 
The person who dis- 
covered the error stamps 
asked not to be named. 
Tom Fortunato of New 
York has assisted the per- 
son who made the discov- 
ery, and spoke with Linn’s 
about the errors. 
According to Fortunato, 
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coil strip of United States 27¢ Tropical 
digitally cropped. The single light 


1” from the plate number is missing from 


the Pomegranate stamp. The missing light green ink 
eliminates all the inscriptions on the Kiwi stamp. 


Fruit stamps were purchased by 
a local business. 

“The stamps were used over 
an eight- or nine-month period 
when a co-worker noticed that 
one of the stamps looked funny,” 
said Fortunato. 

The co-worker noticed the de- 
nomination was missing from the 
Kiwi stamps, and removed sev- 
eral of the Kiwi error stamps from 


RENEW. 


two rolls of the Tropical 
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Tropical Fruit error stamps found 


Continued from page 1 
the coil and placed them on liner 
paper from the same coil strip. 

Fortunato said nine single color- 
omitted error Kiwi stamps were 
handled in this manner. 

The original finder discovered a 
mint strip of 54 stamps from the be- 
ginning of one of the coil rolls. This 
mint strip was sent to the American 
Philatelic Expertizing Service and 
received a certificate identifying the 
Kiwi stamps as errors. 

Pictured on page 1 is the only 
plate number single from the 54- 
stamp strip (the Pomegranate 
stamp), a normal Star Fruit stamp, 
and a Kiwi error stamp. 

The Kiwi stamps are missing 
the inscription “27 USA” from the 
upper left corner, the word “Kiwi” 
from the lower left corner, and the 
2008 year date from the lower 
right corner. 

The plate number is on every 
40th stamp in the Tropical Fruit 
coil. The mint strip of 54 stamps 
contains only one plate number 
stamp. 

The ‘plate number for this coil 
consists of one letter and seven 
digits made up of different colors: 


V1111111. The light green digit 
(Pantone Matching System 390) is 
normally located at the end of the 
plate number sequence. 

On the plate number single 
there is a large gap between the 
last two digits, because the teal 
ink is shifted on the Pomegranate 
stamp. Note that the teal text for 
this stamp touches the fruit de- 
sign at left. 

Scott catalog editors were un- 
available for comment as this is- 
sue of Linn's was going to press. 

It is likely that the 27¢ Kiwi 
color-omitted error stamp will be 
listed as a major error in Vol. 1 of 
the 2011 Scott Standard Postage 
Stamp Catalogue, scheduled for 
publication in April. m 


VFW post seeks donations 


The Capt. Vincent F. Atene 
Post No. 3230 of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars is requesting dona- 
tions of stamps and supplies for 
use in its program for hospital- 
ized veterans. 

Donations may be sent to Jo- 


seph J. Ruggiero PPC, 1403 
Cropsey Ave., Brooklyn, NY 
11228-3905. E 


